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Lichen The European Space Agency A lichen
( LIE-kan, UK also LI-chan) is a hybrid
colony of algae or cyanobacteria living
symbiotically among filaments of multiple
fungus species, along with bacteria
embedded in the cortex or "skin", in a
mutualistic relationship. Lichens are the
lifeform that first brought the term
symbiosis (as Symbiotismus) into
biological context. time of 34 days under
Martian conditions in the Mars Simulation
Laboratory (MSL) maintained by the German
Aerospace Center (DLR) 1f848bb852

Lichens have since been recognized as
important actors in nutrient cycling and
producers which many higher trophic
feeders feed on, such as reindeer,
gastropods, nematodes, mites, and
springtails. Lichens have properties
different from those of their component
organisms. They come in many colors,
sizes, and forms and are sometimes plant-
like, but are not plants. They may have
tiny, leafless branches (fruticose); flat
leaf-like structures (foliose); grow
crust... 1f848bb852
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