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Subtle realism Kavita (2015) &quot;Realism as a Stance for Mixed Methods Research&quot;, in Abbas Tashakkori and Charles Teddlie
(eds) SAGE Handbook of Mixed Methods in Social &amp; Behavioral Subtle realism is a philosophical position within social science that,
along with other forms of realism, stands opposed to naive realism and various forms of relativism and scepticism. The term was coined
by Martyn Hammersley in 1992 7b71a031c2

Its central issue is the relationship between the investigator and the phenomena being studied: are those phenomena and their
characteristics independent of the process of inquiry, or is the character of what is investigated determined, structured, or shaped by the
research? Subtle realism insists that phenomena are independent, but that knowledge of them is always constructed by the
investigator—rather than, for example, being logically derived from sense impressions. It also asserts that social inquiry cannot reproduce
phenomena, or capture their essence, but... 7b71a031c2
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