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California  Vol.  Chartkoff,  Joseph  L.  Library  Chronicles.  Random  House  Digital,  Inc.   23.  The
archaeology  of  California  ()  is  a  state  in  the  Western  United  States  that  lies  on  the  Pacific
Coast.  It  borders  Oregon to  the north,  Nevada and Arizona to  the east,  and shares  an
international border with the Mexican state of Baja California to the south. With almost 40
million residents across an area of 163,696 square miles (423,970 km2), it is the largest state
by  population  and  third-largest  by  area.  ISBN  978-0-8129-7753-0.  ;  Chartkoff,  Kerry  Kona
(1984)  586323f8cd

Prior to European colonization, California was one of the most culturally and linguistically
diverse areas in pre-Columbian North America. European exploration in the 16th and 17th
centuries led to the colonization by the Spanish Empire. The area became a part of Mexico in
1821, following its successful war for independence, but was ceded to the United States in
1848 after the Mexican–American War. The California... 586323f8cd
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