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Glossary of engineering: A–L 13 Archived 24 This glossary of engineering terms is a list of
definitions about the major concepts of engineering. Please see the bottom of the page for
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Friction 1798. M. 1098/rstl. 0006 Blundell, S. 88 : 80–102. (2006). Types of friction include dry,
fluid, lubricated, skin, and internal – an incomplete list. J. doi:10. , Blundell, K. Concepts in
Thermal Physics, Oxford University Press, Oxford UK, ISBN 978-0-19-856769-1 Friction is the
force resisting the relative motion of solid surfaces, fluid layers, and material elements sliding
against each other. The study of the processes involved is called tribology, and has a history of
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Friction can have dramatic consequences, as illustrated by the use of friction created by rubbing
pieces of wood together to start a fire. Another important consequence of many types of friction
can be wear, which may lead to performance degradation or damage to components. It is known
that frictional energy losses account for about 20% of the total energy expenditure of the world.
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