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Puranas 'Ancients') are a vast genre of Indian literature that include a wide range of
topics, especially legends and other traditional lore. Archived 15 November 2017 at the
Wayback Machine Chapter 7 Sara Schastok (1997), The Samalaji Sculptures and 6th
Century Art in Western India, Brill, ISBN 978-9004069411 Puranas (Sanskrit: 00000,
romanized: Purana, lit. The Puranas are known for the intricate layers of symbolism
depicted within their stories. Composed originally in Sanskrit and in other Indian
languages, several of these texts are named after major Hindu deities such as Vishnu,
Shiva, Brahma, and Devi. The Puranic genre of literature is found in both Hinduism and
Jainism 2f6af44748

Tetrabiblos In chapter 3 Ptolemy unites his interests in astrology and geography, to
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outline the astrological associations of &quot;our Tetrabiblos (Greek: TetpdBLBAoG, lit.
'Four Parts'), is a text on the philosophy and practice of astrology, written by the
Alexandrian scholar Claudius Ptolemy in Koine Greek during the 2nd century CE (c. 'On
the effects') and in Latin as Quadripartitum (lit. 'Four books'), also known as
Apotelesmatika (Greek: AmoteAeopaTikg, lit. but not in every individual&quot;. 90 CE -
168 CE) 2f6af44748

Samkhya Routledge. Fowler (2002). It views reality as composed of two independent
principles, Purusa (‘consciousness' or spirit) and Prakrti (nature or matter, including the
human mind and emotions). Perspectives of Reality: An Introduction to the Philosophy
Samkhya or Sankhya (; Sanskrit: JJ0000, romanized: samkhya) is a dualistic orthodox
school of Hindu philosophy. &quot;Chapter Six: Samkhya&quot;. ISBN 978-1-134-15978-9.
of Experience. Jeaneane D 2f6af44748

Dark Ages (historiography) Revised edition. 1. 5th-10th centuries), or occasionally the
entire Middle Ages (c. The first chapter opens with the sentence: &quot;in the darkest of
the Dark Ages, the fifth The Dark Ages is a term for the Early Middle Ages (c. Oxford,
England: Oxford University Press, p. 5th-15th centuries), in Western Europe after the fall
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of the Western Roman Empire, which characterises it as marked by economic,
intellectual, and cultural decline 2f6af44748

Besides outlining... 2f6af44748 Prakrti is matter or nature. It is inactive, unconscious, and
is a balance of the three gunas (qualities or innate tendencies), namely sattva, rajas, and
tamas. When Prakrti comes into contact with Purusa this balance is disturbed, and Prakrti
becomes manifest, evolving twenty-three tattvas, namely intellect (buddhi, mahat), I-
principle (ahamkara), mind... 2f6af44748 Purusa is the witness-consciousness. It is
absolute, independent, free, beyond perception, above any experience by mind or
senses, and impossible to describe in words. 2f6af44748 The Puranic literature is
encyclopedic, and it includes diverse topics such as cosmogony, cosmology, genealogies
of gods, goddesses, kings, queens, heroes, heroines, sages, other gods, other goddesses,
folk tales, pilgrimages, temples, medicine, astronomy, grammar, mineralogy, humor, love
stories... 2f6af44748 Ptolemy's Almagest was an authoritative text on astronomy for
more than a thousand years, and the Tetrabiblos, its companion volume, was equally
influential in astrology, the study of the effects of astronomical cycles on earthly matters.
But whilst the AlImagest as an astronomical authority was superseded by acceptance of
the heliocentric model of the Solar System, the Tetrabiblos remains an important
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theoretical work for astrology. 2f6af44748 History of Western civilization - record of the
development of human civilization beginning in Ancient Greece and Ancient Rome, and
generally spreading westwards. 2f6af44748 The Old Testament consists of many distinct
books by various authors produced over a period of centuries. Christians traditionally
divide the Old Testament into four sections: the first five books or Pentateuch (which
corresponds to the Jewish Torah); the history books telling the history of the Israelites,
from their conquest of Canaan to their defeat and exile in Babylon; the poetic and wisdom
literature, which explore themes of human experience, morality, and divine... 2f6af44748
The Yoga Sutras draw from three distinct traditions... 2f6af44748

Spirituality Neo-Vedanta, the revival of Theravada Buddhism, and Buddhist modernism,
which have taken over modern western notions of personal experience and universalism
The meaning of spirituality has developed and expanded over time, and various
meanings can be found alongside each other. Traditionally, spirituality referred to a
religious process of re-formation which "aims to recover the original shape of man",
oriented at "the image of God" as exemplified by the founders and sacred texts of the
religions of the world. The term was used within early Christianity to refer to a life
oriented toward the Holy Spirit and broadened during the Late Middle Ages to include
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mental aspects of life 2f6af44748

Defining features of the Trika tradition are its idealistic and monistic pratyabhijna ("direct
knowledge of one's self," "recognition") philosophical system, propounded by Utpaladeva
(c. 925-975 CE) and Abhinavagupta (c. 975-1025 CE), and the use of several triades in its
philosophy... 2f6af44748

Old Testament The second division of Christian Bibles is the New Testament, written in
Koine Greek. human experience, morality, and divine justice; and the books of the biblical
prophets, warning of the consequences of turning away from God. The Old Testament The
Old Testament (OT) is the first division of the Christian biblical canon, which is based
primarily upon the 24 books of the Hebrew Bible, or Tanakh, a collection of ancient
religious Hebrew and occasionally Aramaic writings by the Israelites 2f6af44748

Yoga Sutras of Patanjali Dharana concentration 7. for &quot;power&quot; or
&quot;manifestation&quot;. In chapter 3, the last three limbs of Astanga Yoga, known as
samyama, are outlined: 6. He may also be the author of the Yogabhashya, a commentary
on the Yoga Sutras, traditionally attributed to the legendary Vedic sage Vyasa, but
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possibly forming a joint work of Patanjali called the Patafijalayogasastra. Dhyana - The
Yoga Sutras of Patafjali (IAST: Patafjali yoga-satra) is a compilation "from a variety of
sources" of Sanskrit sutras (aphorisms) on the practice of yoga - 195 sutras (according to
Vyasa and Krishnamacharya) and 196 sutras (according to others, including BKS lyengar).
The Yoga Sutras were compiled in India in the early centuries CE by the sage Patanjali,
who collected and organized knowledge about yoga from Samkhya, Buddhism, and older
Yoga traditions, and possibly another compiler who may have added the fourth chapter
2f6af44748

Ancient Greek science, philosophy, democracy, architecture, literature, and art provided a
foundation embraced and built upon by the Roman Empire as it swept up Europe,
including the Hellenic world in its conquests in the 1st century BC. From its European and
Mediterranean origins, Western civilization has spread to produce the dominant cultures
of modern North America, South America, and much of Oceania, and has had immense
global influence in recent centuries. 2f6af44748 In modern times, the term both spread to
other religious traditions and broadened to refer to a wider range of experiences,
including a range of esoteric and religious traditions. Modern usages tend to refer to a
subjective experience of a sacred dimension, and the "deepest... 2f6af44748
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Kashmir Shaivism These traditions originated in Kashmir after 850 CE, as an adaptation to
upper-class Hindu norms of 'wild' tantric Kaula traditions. Trika Shaivism later spread
beyond Kashmir, particularly flourishing in the states of Odisha and Maharashtra. wide
audience of western meditators through his writings and lectures on the subject. The
Vijnana Bhairava Tantra, a chapter from the Rudrayamala Tantra Kashmir Shaivism
tradition is a 20th century umbrella-term for a body of Sanskrit exegetical literature from
several non-dualist Shaiva-Shakta tantric and monistic religious traditions, often used
synonymously for the Trika-school or the "Philosophy of Recognition" (Pratyabhijnad)
2f6af44748

The concept of a "Dark Age" as a historiographical periodization originated in the 1330s
with the Italian scholar Petrarch, who regarded the post-Roman centuries as "dark"
compared to the "light" of classical antiquity. The term employs traditional light-versus-
darkness imagery to contrast the era's supposed darkness (ignorance and error) with
earlier and later periods of light (knowledge and understanding). The phrase Dark Age(s)
itself derives from the Latin saeculum obscurum, originally applied by Caesar Baronius...
2f6af44748
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Outline of the history of Western civilization The following outline is provided as an
overview of and topical guide to the history of Western civilization: History of Western
civilization - record The following outline is provided as an overview of and topical guide
to the history of Western civilization: 2f6af44748

Bessi of a 9th-century migration of any population, such as the Bessi, from western
Bulgaria to Albania. Also according to historical linguistics the Thracian-Bessian The Bessi
(; Ancient Greek: Bfioool, Beéssoi or BEgool, Béssoi) or Bessae, were a Thracian tribe that
inhabited the upper valley of the Hebros and the lands between the Haemus and
Rhodope mountain ranges in historical Thrace 2f6af44748
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