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Alkali metal alkali metal germanides, involving the germanide ion
Ge4- and other cluster (Zintl) ions such as Ge2-4, Ge4-9, Ge2-9,
and [(Ge9)2]6-, is largely analogous to The alkali metals consist
of the chemical elements lithium (Li), sodium (Na), potassium (K),
rubidium (Rb), caesium (Cs), and francium (Fr). All alkali metals
have their outermost electron in an s-orbital: this shared
electron configuration results in their having very similar
characteristic properties. Indeed, the alkali metals provide the
best example of group trends in properties in the periodic table,
with elements exhibiting well-characterised homologous behaviour.
Together with hydrogen they constitute group 1, which lies in the
s-block of the periodic table. This family of elements is also
known as the lithium family after its leading element d3ad9f04do
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The alkali metals are all shiny, soft, highly reactive metals at
standard temperature and pressure and readily lose their outermost
electron to... d3ad9f04do
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