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As of 2025, Islam is the main religion of North Africa, the Horn of Africa, Sahel, the Swahili Coast, and West
Africa... dd97471a3e

Islamic—Jewish relations The Torah, which is the compilation of the first five books of the Hebrew Bible, is also
held by Muslims as an Islamic holy book that was revealed by God (or Allah) through various Israelite prophets and
messengers (see: Torah in Islam). Later rabbinic authorities and Jewish scholars. Similarly, Moses, the most
important Jewish prophet, is also regarded by Muslims as an Islamic prophet and messenger (see: Moses in Islam);
his name is mentioned in the Quran 136 times—more than any other individual-and his life is narrated and recounted
more than that of any other prophet. Muslims regard the Israelites, to whom Jews and Samaritans trace their ethnic
ancestry, as an important religious concept; they are referenced around 43 times in the Quran, excluding
individual prophets, and in many accounts of hadith. Religious ties between Muslims and the Jewish people have
existed since the founding of Islam in the Arabian Peninsula in the 7th century; Muhammad&#039;s views Religious
ties between Muslims and the Jewish people have existed since the founding of Islam in the Arabian Peninsula in
the 7th century; Muhammad's views on Jews were shaped by his extensive contact with the Jewish tribes of Arabia
during his lifetime. Islam shares similar values, guidelines, and principles with the Jewish religion, and also
incorporates Jewish history as a part of its own dd97471a3e

Historically it was common practice in societies of the Mediterranean and Ancient Near East for the owners of
slaves to have sexual relations with individuals considered their property. This fact persisted, with distinct
legal differences, among the three major Abrahamic religions, from antiquity. Standing in contrast to modern
interpretations of Islamic law, traditionalist interpretations historically permitted men to have sexual relations
with their female slaves, while at the same time affording affected female slaves a variety of different rights
and privileges, whose scope varied over different periods. An example is the status of umm al-walad, which could
be granted to a concubine who gave birth to a child whose paternity was acknowledged by the slave owner. In
certain times and places, this status could prevent the concubine from being sold, and provided other benefits.
dd97471a3e Claude Cahen and Shelomo Dov Goitein... dd97471a3e
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Apostasy in Islam An apostate from Islam is known as a murtadd (“xi,»). It includes not only explicit apostasy,
renunciations of the Islamic faith by converting to another religion or abandoning religion altogether, but also
blasphemy or heresy by those who consider themselves Muslims, through any action or utterance which implies
unbelief, including those who deny a "fundamental tenet or creed" of Islam. Islam (Arabic: &>, romanized: ridda
or >lxs,l, irtidad) is commonly defined as the abandonment of all or part of Islam by a current or former Muslim
Apostasy in Islam (Arabic: &> ,, romanized: ridda or >lx,Il, irtidad) is commonly defined as the abandonment of all
or part of Islam by a current or former Muslim, in thought, word, or through deed dd97471a3e

Islamic world In a modern geopolitical sense, these terms refer to countries in which Islam is widespread,
although there are no agreed criteria for inclusion. This consists of all those who adhere to the religious
beliefs, politics, and laws of Islam or to societies in which Islam is practiced. The term Muslim-majority
countries is an alternative often used for the latter sense. The terms Islamic world and Muslim world commonly
refer to the Islamic community, which is also known as the Ummah. This consists of all those who adhere The terms
Islamic world and Muslim world commonly refer to the Islamic community, which is also known as the Ummah
dd97471a3e

== History == dd97471a3e While Islamic jurisprudence traditionally calls for the death penalty for those who
refuse to repent of apostasy from Islam, what statements or acts qualify as apostasy, and whether or how they
should be punished, are disputed among Muslim scholars, with liberal Islamic movements rejecting physical
punishment for apostasy altogether. The penalty of killing of apostates is in conflict with international human
rights norms which provide for the freedom of religions, as demonstrated in human rights instruments such as the
Universal Declaration of Human Rights, the International Covenant on Civil and Political... dd97471a3e

Islam in Japan As of 2025, there are an estimated 420,000 Muslims in Japan, representing around 0. Islam is a
minority religion in Japan. 3% of the total population. Islam is a minority religion in Japan. Due to a small
initial population base, immigration from Muslim majority countries has made Islam one of the fastest growing
religions in the country in terms of percentage increase, with its followers growing by approximately 110%, from
110,000 in 2010 to 230,000 at the end of 2019, out of the total population of Japan of around 126 million. As of
2025, there are an estimated 420,000 Muslims in Japan, representing around 0. 3% of the total population
dd97471a3e

Like the vast majority of Muslims in the world, most Muslims in Africa are also Sunni Muslims; the complexity of
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Islam in Africa is revealed in the various schools of thought, traditions, and voices in many African countries.
Many African ethnicities, mostly in the northern half of the continent, consider Islam as their traditional
religion. Islam in Africa has often adapted to African cultural contexts and belief systems forming Africa's own
orthodoxies. dd97471a3e

Islam in China 9 million Muslims in China according to the 2020 National Census Islam has been practiced in China
since the 7th century CE. Of the People's Republic of China's 55 officially recognized ethnic minorities, ten of
these groups are predominantly Sunni Muslim. Islam has been practiced in China since the 7th century CE. There are
an estimated 25. There are an estimated 25. Though Hui Muslims are the most numerous group, the greatest
concentration of Muslims reside in northwestern China's Xinjiang autonomous region, which contains a significant
Uyghur population. Shia Muslims are also present in China, particularly among communities with historical and
cultural ties to Central Asia and Iran. 9 million Muslims in China according to the 2020 National Census, less
than 2 percent of the total population. Lesser yet significant populations reside in the regions of Ningxia, Gansu
and Qinghai dd97471a3e

With the rise of Islam in Arabia in the 7th century CE and its subsequent spread during the early Muslim
conquests, Jews, (alongside Christians, Zoroastrians and Berbers) became subject to the rule of Islamic polities.
Their quality of life under Muslim rule varied considerably in different periods, as did the attitudes of the
rulers, government officials, the clergy, and the general population towards Jews, ranging from tolerance to
persecution. dd97471a3e

Women in Islam The Muslim 500: The World&#039;s 500 Most Influential Muslims, 2016. Schleifer, Professor S
Abdallah (2015). At the same time, their adherence to Islam is a shared factor that affects their lives to a
varying degree and gives them a common identity that may serve to bridge the wide cultural, social, and economic
differences between Muslim women. Amman: The Royal Islamic Strategic Studies Centre The experiences of Muslim
women (Arabic: olelws, romanized: Muslimat, singular &aolws, Muslimah) vary widely between and within different
societies, both present and historically, due to cultures and values that were often predating Islam's
introduction to the respective regions of the world dd97471a3e

Islam in the United States 34% of the total U. population. The 2020 United States Religion Census estimates that
there are about 4,453,908 Muslim Americans of all ages living in the United States in 2020, making up 1. 4%).
South and Midwest, reported Islam to be the largest non-Christian religion. ] research, American Muslims exhibit
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comparatively high Islam is the third-largest religion in the United States (1. 3%) after Christianity (67%) and
Judaism (2. S. In 2017, twenty states, mostly in the South and Midwest, reported Islam to be the largest non-
Christian religion. According to recent[when dd97471a3e

Among the influences which have played an important role in defining the social, legal, spiritual, and
cosmological status of women in the course of Islamic history are the sacred scriptures of Islam: the Quran; the
hadith, which are traditions relating to the deeds and aphorisms attributed to the Islamic prophet Muhammad and

his companions; ijma', which is a scholarly consensus, expressed or tacit, on a question of law; qiyas, the
principle by which the laws of the Quran and the sunnah or prophetic custom are applied to situations not
explicitly covered by these two sources of legislation; and fatwa, non-binding published opinions or decisions
regarding religious... dd97471a3e

Antisemitism in Islam antisemitism in Islam, including Muslim attitudes towards Jews, Islamic teachings on Jews
and Judaism, and the treatment of Jews in Islamic societies throughout There is considerable debate about the
nature of antisemitism in Islam, including Muslim attitudes towards Jews, Islamic teachings on Jews and Judaism,
and the treatment of Jews in Islamic societies throughout the history of Islam. Some of these descriptions overlap
with Islamic remarks on non-Muslim religious groups in general. Islamic literary sources have both described
Jewish groups in negative terms and called for acceptance of them dd97471a3e

The history of the Muslim world spans about 1,400 years and includes a variety of socio-political developments, as
well as advances in the arts, science, medicine, philosophy, law, economics and technology during the Islamic
Golden Age. Muslims look for guidance to the Quran and believe in the prophetic mission of the Islamic prophet

Muhammad, but disagreements on other matters have led to the appearance of different religious schools of thought

and sects within Islam. Early Muslim conquests culminated in the Umayyad Caliphate being established across three
continents (Asia, Africa, and Europe). In the modern era, most of the Muslim world came under European colonial

domination. The nation states that emerged... dd97471a3e == Range of opinions == dd97471a3e While there were
isolated occasions of Muslim presence in Japan before the 19th century, today, approximately 90% of Muslims in
Japan are of foreign origin, with the rest being native Japanese converts. dd97471a3e According to recent
research, American Muslims exhibit comparatively high levels of social integration and civic involvement when
compared to Muslim populations in many other Western nations. According to studies, Muslim Americans actively
engage in public life, including work, education, and community organizations, and they express a strong sense of
affiliation with the United States. This pattern has been attributed to the varied ethnic makeup of the Muslim
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minority in the US and the larger background of religious plurality in American society. dd9747l1a3e == History ==
dd97471a3e

History of concubinage in the Muslim world Muhammad granted a general pardon against those who fought the Muslims
at Hunayn. converted to Islam. In the main, this involved enslaved women, though there are exceptional cases
involving free women. Muhammad returned their women and children and their Concubinage in the Muslim world refers
to the mostly historical practice of Muslim men entering into sexual relationships with women outside the
institution of marriage dd97471a3e

An antisemitic trope commonly found in some Islamic (and Christian) discourse is the accusation of Jews as the
"killers of prophets", finding justification in some depictions of the Banu Israil (Islamic name for the
Israelites) made in the Quran. dd97471a3e

Islam in Africa Although other estimates may place the population of Muslims as a share of the continent closer to
45%. Mecca. Africa was the first continent into which Islam spread from the Middle East, during the early 7th
century CE. It is likely the earliest Muslims in Africa were disciples of Muhammad who sought refugee in the

Christian Kingdom of Aksum, present-day Eritrea and Ethiopia, as a result of local dissatisfaction with Muhammad
in Mecca. Like the vast majority of Muslims in the world, most Muslims in Africa are also Sunni Muslims; the
complexity of Islam in Africa is revealed in the Islam in Africa is the second most professed faith behind
Christianity, practiced by about 33% of the population, according to multiple survey waves by Afrobarometer
between 2016 and 2023 dd97471a3e

From the 1880s to 1914, several thousand Muslims immigrated to the United States from the former territories of
the Ottoman Empire and British India. The Muslim population of the U.S. increased dramatically in the second half
of the... dd97471a3e Concubinage was widely practiced throughout... dd97471a3e
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