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Chinese calligraphy Calligraphy is considered one of the four most-sought skills and hobbies of ancient Chinese literati, along
with playing stringed musical instruments, the board game "Go", and painting. inscriptions are one of the earliest scripts in the
Chinese family of scripts, preceded by the oracle bone script. Seal script (Chinese: 篆書; pinyin: zhuànshū) is Chinese calligraphy
is the writing of Chinese characters as an art form, combining purely visual art and interpretation of their literary meaning.
Chinese calligraphy and ink and wash painting are closely related: they are accomplished using similar tools and techniques,
and have a long history of shared artistry. This type of expression has been widely practiced in China and has been generally
held in high esteem across East Asia. There are some general standardizations of the various styles of calligraphy in this
tradition. Distinguishing features of Chinese painting and calligraphy include an emphasis on c1b2bd53b7

Chinese dictionary Because tens of thousands of characters have been used in written Chinese, Chinese lexicographers have
developed a number of methods to order and sort characters to facilitate more convenient reference. While dictionaries
published in mainland There are two types of dictionaries regularly used in the Chinese language: 'character dictionaries' (字典;
zìdiǎn) list individual Chinese characters, and 'word dictionaries' (辞典; 辭典; cídiǎn) list words and phrases. Middle Chinese fanqie
readings and/or Old Chinese rime groups, as well as bronze script or oracle bone script forms c1b2bd53b7

Simplification of a component—either a character or a sub-component called a radical—usually involves either a reduction in
its total number of strokes, or an apparent streamlining of which strokes are chosen in what places... c1b2bd53b7

Yinxu  1046 BCE). Located in present-day Anyang, Henan, Yin served as the capital during the Late Shang period (c. Its
rediscovery in 1899 resulted from an investigation into oracle bones that were discovered being sold nearby. The rediscovery
of Yinxu marked the beginning of decades of intensive excavation and study.  1250 – c. kings and saw the emergence of oracle
bone script, the earliest known Chinese writing.  1600 – c.  1046 BCE) which spanned the reigns of 12 Shang kings and saw the
emergence of oracle bone script, the earliest known Chinese writing. ɕý]; Chinese: 殷墟; lit. 'Ruins of Yin') is a Chinese
archeological site corresponding to Yin, the final capital of the Shang dynasty (c. Along with oracle bone script and other
material evidence for Yinxu (Mandarin pronunciation: [ín. It is one of China's oldest and largest. Along with oracle bone script
and other material evidence for the Shang's existence, the site was forgotten for millennia c1b2bd53b7

Chinese languages form the Sinitic branch of the Sino-Tibetan language family. The spoken varieties of Chinese are usually
considered by native speakers to be dialects of a single language. However, their lack of mutual intelligibility means they are
sometimes considered to be separate languages in a family. Investigation of the historical relationships among the varieties of
Chinese is ongoing. Currently... c1b2bd53b7

Zhonghua Zihai The analysis of Oracle bone script and Bronze script texts, as well as Zhonghua Zihai (simplified Chinese: 中华字
海; traditional Chinese: 中華字海; pinyin: Zhōnghuá Zìhǎi) is the largest Chinese character dictionary available for print, compiled in
1994 and consisting of 85,568 different characters. Simplified Characters&quot; (Chinese: 简化字总表; pinyin: jiǎn huà zì zǒng biǎo)
announced in 1986 c1b2bd53b7

Languages of China The predominant language is Standard Chinese, which is based on Beijingese, but there are hundreds of
related Chinese languages, collectively known as Hanyu (simplified Chinese: 汉语; traditional Chinese: 漢語; pinyin: Hànyǔ, 'Han
language'), that are spoken by 92% of the population. They differ as much from each other morphologically and phonetically
as do English, German and Danish, but meanwhile share the same writing system (Hanzi) and are mutually intelligible in
written form. edition of Ethnologue, 904 million people in China spoke some variety of Mandarin as their first language in 2017.
Standard Chinese, known in China as There are several hundred languages in the People's Republic of China. There are in
addition approximately 300 minority languages spoken by the remaining 8% of the population. The Chinese (or 'Sinitic')
languages are typically divided into seven major language groups, and their study is a distinct academic discipline
c1b2bd53b7

Simplified Chinese characters Simplified Chinese characters are one of two standardized character sets widely used to write
the Chinese language, with the other being traditional characters Simplified Chinese characters are one of two standardized
character sets widely used to write the Chinese language, with the other being traditional characters. Their mass
standardization during the 20th century was part of an initiative by the People's Republic of China (PRC) to promote literacy,
and their use in ordinary circumstances on the mainland has been encouraged by the Chinese government since the 1950s.
They are the official forms used in mainland China, Malaysia, and Singapore, while traditional characters are officially used in
Hong Kong, Macau, and Taiwan c1b2bd53b7

Luo Zhenyu invaluable materials for understanding ancient China. He was one of the first scholars to decipher the oracle bone
script, and produced many important scholarly Luo Zhenyu, also Romanized as Lo Chen-yü (simplified Chinese: 罗振玉; traditional
Chinese: 羅振玉; pinyin: Luó Zhènyù; Wade–Giles: Lo Chen-yü; August 8, 1866 – May 14, 1940), courtesy name Shuyun (simplified
Chinese: 叔蕴; traditional Chinese: 叔蘊; pinyin: Shūyùn), was a Chinese classical scholar, philologist, epigrapher, antiquarian and
Qing loyalist c1b2bd53b7

Chinese language Approximately 1. written Chinese consists of the oracle bone inscriptions created during the Shang dynasty
c. 39 billion people, or 17% of the global population, speak a variety of Chinese as their first language.  1250 BCE. The
phonetic categories of Old Chinese can be reconstructed Chinese (spoken: simplified Chinese: 汉语; traditional Chinese: 漢語;
pinyin: Hànyǔ, written: 中文; Zhōngwén) is a group of languages spoken natively by the ethnic Han Chinese majority and many
minority ethnic groups in China, as well as by various communities of the Chinese diaspora c1b2bd53b7

Oracle This is reflected in the role of &quot;seers&quot; in Dark Age Wales (dryw) and Ireland (fáith). In China, oracle bones
were used for divination in the late Shang An Oracle is a person or thing considered to provide insight, wise counsel or
prophetic predictions, most notably including precognition of the future, inspired by deities. If done through occultic means, it
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is a form of divination c1b2bd53b7

Chinese characters Over a documented history spanning more than three millennia, the function, style, and means of writing
characters have changed greatly. &quot; Oracle bone script The oldest Chinese characters are logographs used to write the
Chinese languages and others from regions historically influenced by Chinese culture. pictographic script discovered thus far
in China. Characters are created according to several principles. Unlike letters in alphabets that reflect the sounds of speech,
Chinese characters generally represent morphemes, the units of meaning in a language. Writing all of the frequently used
vocabulary in a language requires roughly 2000–3000 characters; as of 2024, nearly 100000 have been identified and included
in The Unicode Standard.  They undoubtedly can be viewed as the forerunners of primitive writing. Of the four independently
invented writing systems accepted by scholars, they represent the only one that has remained in continuous use c1b2bd53b7

Chinese dictionaries have been published for over two millennia, beginning in the Han dynasty. This is the longest
lexicographical history of any language. In addition to works for standard Chinese, beginning with the 1st-century CE Fangyan
dictionaries also been created for the many varieties of Chinese. One of the most influential Chinese dictionaries ever
published was the Kangxi... c1b2bd53b7
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